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Baker in France.
$he visit of Secretary of War Baker to France
ly is an assured success.
" There age only 3 few Americans who would fail
B gain inspiration from an intimate view of the
'renc great hour ef their history, and
not one of them. Ii he does
him a message for us, as well
for himself- and his department, we
disappeinted in him., :
bring back such a message. A trip
¢ 40 the firing line will lift him utierly out of the
impulses he has shown from time to time
meeting criticism of his work as War Secretary.
. o] will make him a real fighting Secretary
of War, and he will wonder hereafter how pacifist
philosophy ever established say hold wpon him in
. Bis earlier career.

oF

~ ghowing them how the American people are at-
' tackisg the usprecedented task before them. After

F
= all, war is simply a vast business, and the United
L States Is tackling it as a business preposition, as it
L is forced to do. We know of no one who gives a
I more sharply eiched impression of business effici-
. ency in action than Newton D, Baker; he will im-
press the French far more deeply than the older
. type of our captains of industry—the mes who
| judged of the efiiciency of energy largely by the
- noise and flourish it succeeded in producing.
i~ The Secretary of War has been im Paris, and
= should visit London before making his return jour-
ney. His experience will not be complete unless
he gets in touch with the military leaders of Britain
as well as France. Field Marshal Haig, Gea. S8ir
Henry Wilsbn, Gen. Smuts and the other powers
in the British war office should know him. He is
the kind of man who will inspire confidence abroad.
Lieut, Gen. Bridges, who was the military repre-
L sentative on the Balfouf mission that visited Wash-
" Jogton last May, is one of his firmest friends, and
" has blazed his reputation in London. A visit there
will be an excellent piece of diplomacy.

Since the war broke out the United States has
‘been represented in Europe more by its idealistic
international policy tham by its vaunted industrial
and cconomic efficiency. It has taken Americans
mearly a year to grasp the fact that there is no
escape from the primary necessity of beating Ger-
many by force of arms. Mr. Baker's trip across
the Atlantic should settle all lingering doubts in his
own mind about that fact, and it should settle all
doubts that our allies may have held as te the real
" power behind the surface of our promises.

News.

1t is due the American people that they be given
sowme succinct and tangible description of the front
that our troops are holding in France at the earliest
possible moment. *

A background for the exceedingly interesting
cables that are arriving from the Lorrdine and
Chemin-des-Dames sectors are needed. We lack
data by which we can guage the relevance of the
arench raids and kindred operations which broke
into the headlines yesterday. A )jerspective on the
whole situation should be gained. At the present
time the mewspapers and the public can be made
to look foolish threugh dropsical expansion of mole-
hills into mountains and through the confusion of
the significant with the insignificant.

Nothing will excite sharper rescntment from the

_ public than a continuous stream of schoolboy ex-
M citement over minor operations camouflaged by
press-agent exploitation into operations of moment,
We are in France on a serious mission, and an
overdose of military melodrama, with crudely col-
ored scemic effects in place of the real thmg will
have the worst possible influence on public opinion.
It is quite harmless in these days of the beginnings
of operations; but should our first thrill establish
a tradition of systematic news inflation, encouraged
by the censors in licu of the real facts, it will lead
. to one of those “psychological” crises which have
* _harassed the administration more than once before.
In other words, there is no substitute “just as
good” for the facts. Adulteration of news from
France is a danger which there is no need of in-
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" curring. The cemsorship should not lean backward
. on essentials nor lurch forward on misleading mon-
I ‘essentials. The presence of Secretary of War Baker
= in France should mean the establishment of the
"~ most liberal censorship policy compatible with mili-
" tary safety and prudence.
-

Beginnings of Language.

Proi. Tom G. Knott, department of English lit-
" erature, Chicago University, figures out that “pooh-
.. pooh™ was one of the first human words, because
" expressing emotion; and “bow-wow” anothér, be-
- '~gause man originally named animals after the
b noises they made.
T We don’t much care, and certainly aren't going
¥ to tackle Proi. Knott or any other professor of lit-
S8 erature, but it doesn’t seem reasonable,
- 1£3 Adam,.whtn' scraped together from the dust
Loi the earth and first stood up om his legs, said
#pooh-pooh!” he ought to have been clouted. We
“don’t mean to insinuate that he never learned “pooh-
pooh” Eve came along, pretty sobm, and, it's
probable that Adam could pick a “pooh-pooh”
‘off any bush in the whole garden. But here
was—sirect sweepings one minute, all humanity
‘the mext. He was an original, unprecedented, un-
| pivaled work, and it is most probable that his first
« ssion of emotion was “Fine!” “Bully!” or
50 ing else equally appreciative of the facts.
F Assuredly “pooh-pooh™ came to him, but later;
¢ mever has been a man who hadn't some “pooh-
" in him,
However, we're decidedly agreeable toward Prof.
t's propgsition that carly man named the. ani-
after their noises and got “bow-wow” quick,
men had some scuse i_u-mg'lu the
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For the French, the visit should be effective in |
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. January go, 1918.

Treasury War Risk lasurafice,
Washipgton, D, C.

T will state that I don't need any allowance
at present, and don’t wail to take amything
from the government that it needs in a time
like what we have got to face.

: EMMA BRANTLEY,
McAdoo, Tex.
And Berlin says that Americans are just bluffing!
That the people are mot interested in their gov-
ernment’s war,
Here is the letter Mrs. Brantley received in reply:
- Washington, Feb. 11, 1918.
Dear Mrs. Brantley:
I have your leiter of January 3o, with which
you returned allowance and allotment checks
for November and December totaling $70, sent
you by the Bureau of War Risk Insurance of
the Treasury Department. You have evidenced
a splendid spirit of patriotism in sending this
money back to the government, but simce it
legally belongs to you I assure you that you
need feel no hesitancy in accepting it. I there-
fore return the checks to you. Should you de-
sire to place the money at the disposal of the
government I would suggest that you invest it
either in a liberty bond or war savings certifi-
cates. Sincerely yours,
W. G. McADOO.

Making Public lce.

Just a vagrant thought to puzzle over when

| you've nothing else to do these days.
Out at Omaha the ice seasan will be inaugurated
I with the completion of a municipal ice plant de-
signed to bring down the price of the product, and
which, in fact, in its very anticipation, compelled
the ice combine there to lower its prices.

Omaha procured this at the hands of the State
legislature—Omaha’s charter being a State-given
affair—and while she had her own representatives
on the floor to champion the reform, most of the
home members were responsive to other interests
and voted the other way.

And there was no politics in it, either. Fact is,
Senator HitchcocK's newspaper pulled the Demo-
cratic legislators and the governor into line for it,
while Republicans were brpught to its support by
the national committeeman of that party.

So there are ways of doing things, even in
States where some cities do not have their own
form of government. Wonder what the effect would
be if some one in Congress proposed a municipal
ice plant for the District?

Let’s begin thinking about some of these things.

The day is coming when they'll be more than
dreams. Retain this in your memory.

The Coward’s Duty.

When a man walks out of a blind alley and hits
you on the head with a lead pipe, if you regain
consciousness, you will probably thank him; that is,
if you reflect that 14,500 other human beings had
their Tives takem by the highwaymen that lurk
under the secas,

Is there anything more cowardly than to kill
without giving your adversary a fighting chance?
Even a gas attack finds men prepared for the sacri-
fice. Shell and shrapnel enact their toll, but you
are giving and taking the ‘same chances as your
enemy. Air raiders even give you time to seek
shelter: but the submarine hits without warning
and kills without pity.

There is no excuse for reprisals; but
women and children are the chief victims we find it
hard to withhold the same treatment for the mur-
derous Huns. Brave men go down in boats to do
a coward's duty. The pity is that men of unques-
tioned bravery should be put to such ignoble use
in war.. It is horrible to even think of the tragedies
enacted by the submarine; but it is helpful to know
that when the war is over there will be no such
warfare.

when

Not Hard to Do.

The conversation in the lobby of a Washington
hotel turned to the subject of efficiency, when this
happy little incident was related by Senator George
Sutﬁcrhnd. of Utah:

One evening a young man attended a circus,
where one of the big features of the show was a
beautiful lion tamer. Entering the ring, followed
by the lion, the fair ¢harmer placed a lump of sugar
between her lips, which the king of the forest took
from her with his teeth, Instantly the youth sat
up and began to take notice.

“Great stunt, 41l right,” he enthusiastically
shouted to the performer “but I can do it, too!”

“Of coutse leom[nliy replied the pretty per-
former, who didn’t like having her act minimized,
“but do you really think you can?” '

“Most assuredly,” was the prompt rejoinder 'of
oung man, “just as well as the lion.”—Phila-
elegraph, -

P
When the Transports Sail.

The ships move out of the icy bay

And a group of women watch them go.

Our eyes are salt as the blowing spray,

But we smile with hearfs that glow.

Why shounld our eyes be brimming so?

What right have our hearts to that fire divine?

There's never a seldier sails today

That is hers—or hers—or mine,

the
delphia Evening

By the right of farewells .that can never be said,
Of,a ring that never was worn, _

By the right of a lad in his springtime.dcad,
And a boy that never was born,

O mothers of sons who sail this morn,

We are praying them out to sea—
\"ur.cllgdn:.‘tht God might have given instead
To her—to me..

by 4 ine Burr, Jn, the Qutlagls
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We need a commission lo go to Ja-
pan. The trip should be taken early,
and the commissfon should be com-
posed of the best men of the nation,
enough to represent sll the Interesis
of the Oriental nation.

This is the c of op
among leaders of Congress. True, not
many members have given the affair
thought—and some of those who yleld
to the suggestion above are unwilling
lo see the step taken u the Presl-
dent is for it—but there Wre signs that
the problem will be put up shortly in
such a way that this action cannet
be averted.

We owe Japan a visit or two, any-
way, but particularly the Ishil call
made jast summer when the war
needs of the natlons were gone over
and when the call had more than or-
dinary significance.

The attitude of the government, on
the curtailment of industry during
the war period, has never been made
known.. There are many ideas and
parts of ideas which have been given
out on the subject but we are indebt-
ed to George N. Peek, of the Induas-
iries board, for a view which while
labeled “‘unofficial” still smacks
enough of officilaldom to be very near-
ly what we are seeking.

Every newspaper and every agent
of publicity should be utilised in the
nation to display some of this to pub-
lic gase. We quote just enough of it
te give a better understanding of
some of the acts we have recently
heard discussed. As made known yes-
terday to Congress this statement fol-
lows:

“The discussion of the Ilinitation
of ‘nonessential' industries” started
with a very unfortunate misuse of
worda The idea, as exploited In the
newspapers, that the government in-
tended to cut off ‘nonessentizl’ in-
dusiries, had in it possibilities for dis-
aster.

“ANl Industries are closely Inter-
rélated. For instance, certain so-call-
ed ‘nonesfentials’ may be sent to
South America to pay for commodi-
ties absolutely needed for essential
products and no large class can be
arbitrarily cut off without seriously
affecting general business conditions
in the country. Certainly no Industry
is ‘nonessential’ to the workmen and
capital employed thereln, and when
one considers that over 20,000,000 peo-
ple and $30,000,000,000 of capital are em-
ployed by ‘nonwar’ industries, the
need of cautiogp in dealing with this
problem Is manifest.

“On the other hand, our Industrial
equipment is limited. We do not have
materials, machinery, transportation,
labor sor capital sufficient for fighting
the grest war and for mormal busi-
ness at the same time. war must
bé prosscuted to the utmost and busi-
negs must shripk te provide the neces-
sary equipment with the least possi-
ble injury to the businesa of the coun-
try.

“The first conslderation of the
Nation and all of its Industries must
be to contribute the utmost toward
winning the war, and to that end
business musi, where necessary, be
diverted from its established chan-
nels; or If absolutely necessary,
the flow must, during the war, be
entirely stopped in order to provide
adequate labor and material for war
needs., It does not, however, follow
that there will be less business
than usual, but rather more unusual

.| business.

“If the so-cglled ‘non-essential’
Indusiries are ‘cut off' many of them
would be ruined and others perma-

| nently erippled.

“The Commercihl Economy Board
of the Council of National Defense
has und en to co-operate with
business men in eliminating, as the
government’s requirements demand,
needless uses of men, materials,
equipment, and capital in.all lines
of cial busi in other
words, to conserve commercial re-
sources -as necessary to meet the
government's need.

_"The board's polley i= to work
forehandedly. It invesligates forth-
coming supplies and demands,
L E
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A LINE O’ CHEER
EACH DAY O' THE YEAR

By John Kendrick Bangs.

THE SHIP. '
I little care for things that buffet me.
No more than ships that ride the

stormy mea
And sall undaunted on, and nobly
brave
The pestering of angry wind and
wave,
For I'm a ship upon the seas of life,
And must sail onward through the
spumy strife,
if I'm staunch,
courses clear
I know I'll find at last the Porla of
Cheer!
(Copyright, ™4 )

And and hold my

will prevent the shortage, or keep
it from becoming needlesayy acute™

Members of Congress, seeing the
lengths to which their body haa
gone in giving powers to the ex-
ecutive and In enunciatling certain
hitherto radically regarded prinei-

ples, wonder if similar ends will be
sought n the legislatures of the
land. There is some causge for their
inquiry. The population appears to
be patient observers of the grant
of these extra powers, and it would
not be extraordinary if some ambi-
tious State solons tried to make capi-
tal out of the public state of mind.
There are few BState legisiatures
meet in regular session during the
coming four meonths but there are
numerous bodies which will meet
in special session. It will be inter-
esling Lo see what thelr proposals
aré and what they do to keep up
with their parent body, the Congress

of the United States,
“Who hath Inflyence with the
President” It was a query on the

hill from a bright, successful busk
ness man from thousands of miles
away, but & man who {8 now begin-
ning to see what Washington means
to even him. MWe heard a member
of Congress neane the influential
men to hlm." There were twelve
of them, the member sald. McAdoo
was the first, House the second, and
McAdoou the other ten.
THE OBSERVER

Log-Chain Principle’ Used
Creeper Tread.

One of the Interesting fealures of &
sturdy farm tractor of recent develop-
ment Is its creeper tread, which Is
bullt on the old log-chain princlple,
says the March Popular Mechanics
Magazine. In addition to long life and
a capacity for hard use, it has the
advantage of being easily repaired.
Each link and grouser plate may be
detached and repiaced quickly, If nec-
essary. The tractor unts a four-
eylinder: engine that ploya a kero-
sene-gasoline mixture for fuel and de-
velops 53-brake horsepower. It handles
a four-share plow with ease,

for

OPHELIA'S SLATE.
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t | humble life, He fairly basked In it

acquired my way of speaking; but he
delicately conveyed that, te his emrs,
it had a very r soand. Wihen
I explained that [ was an Amerionn
he nodded his head and he
to indieats t(hat he wunderstood,
he was very plensed, and he
Ean to about milllonaires
I at onoe
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Was abje to see many parts of the city | ever be able
I should not have thought of eother- | agmin. ™
wise and that | was able te ea‘ch| How thoss

of the hidecuspess behird'! ] have no
all this sumptuousness, In somd of s | whether those
aspects very grim, the poverty none® | mained happy
the less pitiful because it expressed | allowed their
itself through =2 wild heauty anll | stroyed, as
Erace. On our tours he would occs-| they are still they must be
sionally point out some distinguished | among the multitude the world over
citizsean whose name | wouid be vn- | whe feel solicitouns about the fate of
familiar with and once. to my delighl. | Venice and must be praying that
his sharp little eyes recogmised the | Venice be spared.
great Italian actress. Elsonors Duse, -
walking along ome of the narmow
streets near her home, simply dreased AMUSEMENTS.

and heavily veiled, the great sad eyes,
dark and luminous, slone charactar-
istic of the resplendent creature | had
seen on the stage.

Where that little man acquired hiw
knowiedge of art I never found out |
1 doubt if he knew himse/f. He must
have breathed it in. But he had a1
really extraordinary appreciation of
the treasures within the walls of
those palaces and churches that mad-
the interiors even more wonderfu!
than the exteriora. 1t was nol tbe
mere jargon of art that he spoke.
made up of phrases caught from other
guides or from visiting art experta: §
showed a apiritual relation with the
mings behind the work, s sympathetie
understanding. This retired sailor
was a little brother to the great pamnt-
ers and decorators and architects that
had contributed to the glory of Venice. |
The glory shed & radlance on h:s

and he was never so happy as when

Special cor of the Washl Hera ).
New York, March 13— & man
speaketh 0 is he! The subway ex-|

press was rolicking along with the
home-golng Manhattanese. Seyeral |
tired passengers casi their gase upon a |
youth of some twenty odd years, ciad
In robes of the highest quality. He
wore a cravat that Indicated its bellet
that it should be heard as well as|
seen. :

On his glistening patent leathers lml
wore those much insulted and mim
icked, but still considerably in vogue
spats. There were valuable rings
adorning graceful, well shaped fin-
gers; finger nails with the appearance
of having dally pald homage to an
expert manicurist.

His was the complete atmosphere
of superiority, of selectiveness, and
many of the passengers were thrilled
to be in the presence of this person-
ality. He wore his hat jauntily, and
in one vest pocket peeped a gold elg-
arette case and In the other a :oid{
match safe. Slanting across his west
was a thin platindm chain—neat, as |
they say, but not at all gaudy.

The smell of high-priced pomade
from his well-smoothed hair gave &
pleasant relief from the caged subway |
odors.

He turned!

He observed the admiring gaze of a |
poorly clad young man who stood |
with his mouth wide open. Then he
spoke—

Then—

The etymological horror of it all!

“Bay, feller; youse aln't got no
match on youse, have youse? I'm
gittin® out at the next station and 1|
want lo light me torch.”

And the young man addressed!
shuddered, passed out the match and
turned with loathing to the -mr(i
pafe.

And, speaking of clothes, Tn the days’
when Berry Wall, Broadway's fash-|

fon plate, thrilled the Rialto wilh his
5 suita of clothes—a suit for every
fay in the year—he was the subjecl|
for many Sunday storiea about his
wardrobe.

But a Berry Wall today would not|
draw a two-line notice in the pregs
Men with even 4% spuits of clothes are |
not pientiful, but severml have that|
many. The other day a Fifth avenue |
Ward McAllister ordered eight domen
silk shirts with collars for the sum-
mer season. |

This same man has seven dress |
suits, nine Jdinner coats and bhuys
forty-two sults at one time. He has
not, it seems, become conscious that
nations are at war,

Martin Beck, who hires actors—and
fires them. twoo—for vaudeville pur-
poses, belleves that actors like to suf-
fer. In faot, he says they must suf-
fer. And those who enjoy seeing sec-
ing actors suffer can see them in the
act of suffering at any theatrical
boarding housea an Baturday night

But, agyway, it js Mr, Beck's theory
that suffering is a part of the aotor
life most efijoyed. To succeed means
to overcompe. To overcome means o
do against odds—thus it is the actor
likes to suffer.

He has that something In him which
delights in tribulations and he |s con-
stantly :Naklnl about them. Get a
group of actors together—and 1 have
seen them together frequently—and
the tople of conversation is always
hard lock. seem to delight In
storfes, of wunpaid
rent, of tank blow-ups, hitting the
ties and falling to get back ealary.

Almost any mctor would rather ap-
pear in a dowen fallures a season than
in one succéss. Just recenlly one mc-
tor, down on his lock. made a lucky
strike. He has been glooming around
ever since. He ecannot tell of any
hard lock, but hie fellow actors know
better. &g r .

SIAM GETS INTO THE WAR.

A contingent of rifies of the Siumede
army will sbortly leave for Europe
to joln' the war on the side of the al-

Other bhranches of the army are
to fight the Germans.

| suides, something that made him a

" son. .

he could find some trave.er like iny-
self to (lluminate by reflection. That
he made many mistakes of fact. that
his criticissns were often technically
unsound, I suspected from the frst,

but he had something in his blithe |

denled to most professional

spirit

|

NEARLY 40 BILLION
FEET OF LUMBER CUT

Year of 1917 Shows Large Output.
in U, S. Mills. i

A lumber production of 38, 200,000,008
feet in the United States in 1917 in the
preliminary estimate of the Forest |
Eervice. based on Incomplete reporis
received up to February X About
one-half of the 34.000 mills listed by |
the Forest Bervice and the National |
Lumber Manufacturers' Asgpociation |
had at that time made reporte. Be- '
cause of the need of an accurate cen- |
sus, caused by the country’s wartime |
demands for lumber, officials in charge
of the work are urging delinquent
mills to report as soon as possible,

The estimate s based upon the re- |
ported cut of 85 identical sawmills |
each of which cut five million feet or |
more lumber In either 1517 or the pre-
ceding year. The reports of thes:
mills indicate that in nine States there
was an increase in production and n
the rest of the country a decrease
The largest increase was in Missouri
where the gain over the 196 cut was
nimost 44 per cent. In the Houth
Louwsiana, Georgia. Florida and Ala-
bama showed Increases varving up to
about 18 per oent Wisconsin  and
Michigan, in the North, and Washing-
ton and Oregon, in the Northwest,

| were the only other states In which

the cut Increased. North Carolina, |
with a decrease of more than 3 per
eent, showed the greatest falling off In
production, Maine had a shortage of
abhoul 3 per cent. The reports from
other Htates Indieate varying percen-
tages of decrease, with an average
for all States of 2 per cent

MILLERS' PROFITS
SUBJECT OF INQUIRY

Committee to Delve Into Failure to
Conform to Hoover's Rules. !

The Food Administrator has besn
for somme days Iin & conference with
the Millers’ Committes with regard
to complaints from certaln sections
that certain millers have mot con-
formed to the Food Administration |
regulations as (o profits, particu- |
larly in the sale of fooda i

The Food Administrator and the!
Millers’ Committee consider that |
the patriotic efforts of the great
majority of the milling trade in sup- |
port of the government during the |
war should not be brought into dls-
credit by the sotion of a minerity.
The Millers’ Committes has, there-
fore, asked that & complete Inguiry
should be made into the conduct of |
the milling Industry under the reg-
ulations. |

President Wilson has approved
the appointment of Dr. Frank W.
Tausslg, chairman of the United
States Tarilf Commission, ns head
of & committes for this purpose.
Dr. Tausslg will have associaled
with him a repressntative of the
Federal Trade Commission, a mem-
ber of the Food Adminisiration, a
representative miiler, and a repre-
sentative producer. The Food Ad-
ministrator iy also referring to the
commitics for stady and report pro-
posed alterations of the milling|
regulations which experience has
demonstrated that it will be ﬁm-l

abla to reconsider before next sea-

Starting Sunday
Seats Seltimg

VIOLINIST.
Tossday. March 1, Natioms] Thester, {9
Seats pow on sale ot M Oteenc s off 3
Droop's, 1Mk snd @

Singlr Gest Rale Now

GODOWSKY

RECITAL MARCH 2=
SLB0, §1.00
NOTE —All Season Tickets mus 1r somp-d
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| Arthur Smith, 106 G et

Tomight Bunda; & M o* \u‘,
Belasco--700 070 N0
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DOING OUR BIT

Witk FRANK TINNEY. MNeary
Lewia, James J. Corbetl, Ada Lewis
and 138 Others.

vl MUSICAL COMEDY PLAYFEI =
W SINGERS DANCERS COVMEDI L=

“THE MAYOR OF TOX10”

Alsn Syecial Engagessent of
“THE FIGITAMA PFOI K"

Prices, e, B, fie, B0 No War Tas
Nedt Week “A MODERN EVH

2nd “POP.” STAR CONCERT
Sunday, March 17, at 3:30 p. m.

MARY i JORKIH

JORDAN = MALKIN
Ameticsn prims donna Pamsous Musisn ccllat

ELIZARETH WINSTON, Planist.
Pricea, Be, The, §. Book pow &t Jordaen Viene

';41 1 ad G mn Marie 7
B. F. KEITH'S J%,

DAILY; 3 SUN:% HOL'YS: " |

“Jolly as Ever.”—Times.
BLANCHE RIN

WM, GAXTON & in “Kisses™
MILLERSHIP l%lll’ co.

Jeck McGowan, Jaa Watts, Lioyd & Wells,
Mighon

. Page, Mack & Mack Othem
Baurlesque
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ARTHUR PEARSONS

STEP LIVELY I

NEXT WEEK......... . GIRL®
MATS EVES. |
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“A Soul in Trust”
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